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GEHR HOUSE
20 BOND STREET

Thus the view one gets of 20 Bond Street, and the
impression one takes away from it, depends on whether one sees
the pile from Bond Street through the leaves of Belle Grove
Square or from West Green Street. In either event, one takes
away impressions of movement, of the basic local style punched
and pushed and stretched in all directions still it becomes a very
sculptural piece. The progress from 226 East Main Street to
228 East Main Street (both q.v.) is maintained, and further, here.
The broad gables and wealth of decoration thereon, and the tower,
all add enormous interest to the pile.
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This is another important building, due to its
location, on the Westminster streetscape. It is located at
the southwest corner of the intersection of Bond and West
Green Streets in Westminster, across from the northwest
entrance to Belle Grove Square. This site means that building
will have two full street facades.

The Bond Street (east facade) is an example of how
plastic the basic three bay clapboard house became as the
19th century wore on into the 20th. The first two floors are
ordinary: a southern many-paned glass door within a simply-
enframed rectangular-transomed scroll pelleted bracket cornice.
The five double-hung sash 1/1 windows (three on the second floor
two on the first floor) all regularly align. Windows have
white wooden sills and flat louvered shutters; those on the
first floor are ennobbled by a simple denticulated cornices.
Above the white weatherboard facade, a large gable covers the
entire facade. The gable possesses three elongated windows
in its center; windows are basically one over one paned, the
upper pane of which consists of a central stain-glassed panel,
surrounded by smaller stained glass squares. Extremely elongate
brackets run in an almost Mannerist way, along the entire height
of these windows to the upper Isosceles triangle, the top of
the dormer. This has a central X in the center and wooden sun-
bursts around. The gable below is covered with imbricated
shingles. (Interestingly, this dormer is a model of geometry;
three windows form a perfect square, with congruent Isosceles
triangles to the side and above.) There is one 1/1 window
on the second floor of the south facade.

bl

The north facade of this section consists of a three
story conical roof octagonal tower. The tower, on its three
exposed sides, has one elongated 1/1 window; these are simply
enframed on the first and second floors but are somewhat en-
livened by round arches in the third story. The section of the
tower on the third story that rises from the roof, yet is not large
enough for a window, is sheathed in imbricated shingles.

Despite the fact that this house ought to work according
to streets (one main facade for each of two main streets which
form the lot) it is actually formed in halves east and west - not,
as one might expect, north and south, which the streets would
dictate. The western half is approached from West Green from the
north. The Green Street facade can be thought of as halves:
there is a two story squared bay window to the east which has
three 1/1 windows to the north and one each to the east and
west. The rest of the facade on the two stories has one 4/4

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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We often noted elsewhere that most of Westminster's
intersections have buildings worthy of their locations. This
is true here, although the approach is rather different. Where
most buildings, such as the Albion Hotel at the corner of
Railroad Avenue and Main Street, attempt to serve their role
as corner pivots by maintaining a smooth flowing, yet single
facade on one building, here the facade is split among what
seems to be two equal buildings, one fronting Green and one
fronting Bond Street. Interestingly, this is the same thing
that happened across the park in another two buildings. Thus
the view one gets of 20 Bond Street, and the impression one
takes away from it, depends on whether one sees the pile from
Bond Street through the leaves of Belle Grove Square or from
West Green Street. In either event, one takes away impressions
of movement, of the basic local style punched and pushed and
stretched in all directions still it becomes very sculptural
piece. The progress from 226 East Main Street to 228 East Main
Street (both q.v.) is maintained, and furthered, here. The
broad gables and wealth of decoration thereon, and the tower,
all add enormous interest to the pile.

Early history of the lot is confusing; it changed
hands six times between 1868 and 1878 when Louisa Shurb sold
to Amanda Marsh on August 27, 1878, Carroll County Deed book
50, Page 206. Miss Marsh then sold on November 26, 1887, to
Denton S. Gehr for $2550 (67/13), yet it is probable that the
Gehr Family had been living there for some time, as they are
listed as living at 20 Bond Street in the 1881 City Directory.
It stayed in the family for 70 years (through deed 160/4009
and wills 14/62 and 17/25) until Edwin S. Gehr sold to the
present owner on February 2, 1955.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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) Being lot number 12 of G. W, Matthews Addition to
Westminster as recorded among the Real Estate and Mortgage
Records of Carroll County in Book 3, Page 55.
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shuttered window on the second story and a small kitchen window
on the ground floor. This long facade is covered by an immense
gable which resembles that on the Belle Grove facade, except

that it has a much longer base. The rest of this facade consists
of a recessed porch located about 10' off the ground. Flights

of grey wooden steps with simple balusters lead to the porch
which is simply railed. A modest panelled small transomed door
leads into this section of the house from the west. Above, the
western facade of the house has two 4/4 windows to the south

and three on the second story (one located over the porch). The
south facade of this section has four regularly aligned 4/4
windows. These, like all regularly sized windows on the house,
have black louvered shutters. Grey shingles cover the roof except
at the bases of the two large gables which have natural wood
shingles.
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26 Bond Street, Westminster
Westminster Quadrangle
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